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NEWS 


Upcoming changes to operating hours 
Letter from the Director 


Lake Bluff Public Library will soon pilot a new 
schedule of hours. Beginning in January, the 
1, Library will be closed on Sundays and will 

-. have an updated offering of weekday hours. 
This 6 month pilot will go into effect starting 
January 1, 2024. I'd like this issue’s Letter 
from the Director to build context and share 
information about this change. 


This past fall, we had to make the difficult Library Hours Pilot 
Effective January 1, 2024 


decision to cancel several Library programs 
=i as well as reduce our availability for passport 
= and notary services. Like many organizations MONDAY 
driven by part-time workers, the Library has 19am - 6pm 
experienced high turnover rates this year. The continued vacancies, in 
addition to short and long term critical staffing needs, have left the orga- TUESDAY 
nization struggling to keep our service desks staffed during our 63 hours 
of operation each week. 19am - 9pm 


WEDNESDAY 
10am - 6pm 


Since my tenure began, I have been working with the Library Trustees to 
evaluate our current staffing model and explore viable, cost-effective and 
sustainable solutions for providing the highest level of service to the Lake 
Bluff community. I researched neighboring libraries’ staffing levels and 
compared their hours of operations with ours. We also acquired updated 
equipment and software to more effectively measure peak and low times 
of in-building traffic. In the end, the most influential factors that contribut- 
ed to this decision were budget constraints and low visit count. The Board 


THURSDAY 
10am - 9pm 


FRIDAY 


of Trustees voted unanimously to approve this six month pilot during the 
November Board meeting. For additional context and background about 
this decision, I invite you to view the recording of the November 14, 2023 
Board Meeting on our Library’s YouTube channel to learn more. 


In a way, though, Lake Bluff Public Library is never closed. We provide 
24/7 service through our various online resources. At any time of the 


10am - 55)m 


SATURDAY 
10am - 55m 


SUNDAY 


day, cardholders can download digital materials on Libby, Hoopla, Kano- Closed 
py, Bookflix, and Flipster. Lake Bluff Library cards provide free access to 
in-demand online resources, such as Consumer Reports, LinkedIn Learning, 
ProQuest, and Mango Languages. If you visit our website, you can even search 
our online catalog and place a hold on a title from the comfort of your couch. Be- 

cause of downloadable, online and app-based services like the ones we provide, modern public libraries are so 
much more than what is housed in their buildings. 


I consider myself lucky because I get to witness each and every day the caliber of customer service that our 
employees give to the Lake Bluff community. The Board and I want to continue to be able to provide the quality 
of customer service you expect and deserve. We also want to have capacity to soon undertake much-needed im- 
provements to safety and security, building and grounds, and technology. In order to effectively do this, we need to 
first address staffing. This, in turn, will ensure the organization is optimally positioned to best serve the community 
and move this important work forward. 


Your voice matters. I invite you to share your thoughts and questions about this pilot with the Board of Trustees and 
myself. You are welcome to stop by the Library to write a comment card, attend a Board meeting, share a message 
on social media, or email me directly at rgrassi@lakeblufflibrary.org. 
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NEWS & COMMUNITY 


Database Spotlight: Consumer Reports 
Access Consumer Reports with your Library card 


Smart and savvy buying tips are just a few 
clicks away! Lake Bluff Public Library pro- 
vides free access to Consumer Reports, a buy- 
ing advice tool. You can use it to find reliable 
ratings and reviews for thousands of products 
and help you make the most of your time and 
money. You can also access money-saving ad- 
vice and tips, buying guides, videos and more. 


Subjects include: 
e Appliances 
e Babies and kids 
e Cars 
e Electronics 
e« Health, fitness and food 
e Home and garden 
e Money 


Ready to get started? Get your Lake Bluff 
Library card number and head on over to 
LakeBluffLibrary.org/ConsumerReports. 


Free Library cards for 
unincorporated 
Lake Bluff students 


LAKE BLUFF 


PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Do you have a student in District 
65, District 115, or Forest Bluff 
School, and live in unincorporated 
Lake Bluff? If so, your student is 
eligible for a free Library card at 
Lake Bluff Library. This card pro- 
vides your student access to books 
and other Library resources to sup- 
port their learning, without having 
to pay a yearly unincorporated fee. 
To apply, visit the Library with your 
student and bring a valid photo ID 
and current proof of address. The 
card application is also available 
online at LakeBluffLibrary.org/ 
IGACard. 


A message from the Friends of Lake Bluff Library 
Do you love Lake Bluff Library? Consider supporting the Friends of Lake Bluff Library, a 
local non-profit volunteer organization that raises funds to support the Library. 


Become a Friend Buy a Brick 


Your Name 
Here! 


The Friends meet quarterly to Honor a loved one with an en- 
discuss how to support the Li- graved brick in the brick garden 
brary and to vote on funded at the Library entrance. 
projects. New members are al- 

ways welcome. 


For more information, visit LakeBluffLibrary.org/Friends. 


Donate to the Friends 


Your generous donations di- 
rectly contribute to Library 
events and improvements. 


ADULTS | 


Surviving the Holidays with Lori Gottlieb | 12/6 at 7pm [J 
Lori Gottlieb, New York Times bestselling author of Maybe You Should Talk to Someone, and co-host of the Dear 
Therapists podcast joins us for a thought-provoking conversation about mental health in anticipation of the winter 


holiday season. 


Experience The Nutcracker at Home | 12/16 - 12/17 ij 
Get in the spirit of the season with a recorded virtual performance of Tchaikovsky's The Nutcracker performed by 
the United Kingdom’s internationally renowned Royal Ballet. 


Speculating our AI Future with Cory Doctorow, Ken Liu, and Martha Wells | 1/11 at 7pm [@ 

Join us for a panel discussion featuring three best-selling science fiction writers, Cory Doctorow, Ken Liu, and Mar- 
tha Wells. They will discuss the promise, perils, and possible impacts that AI will have on our future, as well as AI in 
contemporary and future science fiction writing. 


A Conversation with Jerry Craft: From Mama’s Boyz to New Kid and Beyond | 2/6 at 7pm [J 
Learn about life, art, and telling your story with bestselling author, illustrator and syndicated cartoonist, Jerry Craft. 
Join us for a conversation about his works and journey to success, including a drawing demo that will be fun for the 


whole family! 


A Discussion with Julia Quinn | 2/20 at 7pm 
Join us for a discussion with Bridgerton author Julia Quinn. 


These events are made possible by Illinois Libraries Present, a statewide collaboration among public libraries offering premier 

events. Illinois Libraries Present is funded in part by a grant awarded by the Illinois State Library, a Department of the Office 
for the Secretary of State, using funds provided by the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services, under the 

provisions of the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA). 


Afternoon Book Club 
12/12 at 2:39pm: The Guncle 
by Steve Rowley 
1/16 at 2:30pm: 50 Words for 
Rain: A Novel by Asha Lemmie 
2/29 at 2:30pm: The Secret 
Keeper by Kate Morton 
Join Carol at the Library for an in- 
sightful book discussion. 


Adult Crafternoon R 
12/20 at 4pm - Wrap & Yap* 


1/24 at 4pm - Penguin Pebble 

Families 

2/21 at 4pm - Winter Terrariums 
Join us for a fun crafternoon at the 
Library! *Bring your gifts to wrap. 


Ocean of Devotion | 1/4 at 7pm R 
Renew-refresh-rejuvenate with sound 
meditation. Join Preston Klik as he 


R = Registration Required 


plays various acoustic instruments 
from around the world for a relaxing 
experience. 


Trivia Night @ LB Brewing Co. 
1/8* and 2/12 at 7pm R 

Register your team of up to 6 people 
for a night of Trivia at LB Brewing Co. 
Registration opens one week before 
the event at 7pm. *Registration for 
the January event will open on Tues- 
day, 1/2 at 7pm. 


Needle Felting Penguin 

Art for All Ages 

1/17 at 4pm 

Ages 8+R 

Learn to needle felt a penguin friend 
with Natasha Lehrer Lewis. 


H = Hybrid 


Professor Moptop Presents 

Sgt Pepper | 1/18 at 7pm R H 
Using audio, video, and film, Greg Al- 
exander will present a class focusing 
on the historical significance of the 
landmark 1967 Beatles album. 


Explore Myanmar 

2/1 at 3pm R V 

Come along on this photo-rich ad- 
venture as we examine complex cur- 
rent political challenges, and look 
ahead to what may be next for this 
immensely rewarding Southeast 
Asian gem. 


Tea Social Group 

2/29 at 7pm R 

Sample a variety of ingredients and 
create your own tea blend from your 
favorites. 


V = Virtual 


All programs are in person at the Library unless otherwise stated. 


1,800 Books Before Kinderga 
Ongoing 

Ages 9-6 

This program will help your little 
one learn key building blocks to lit- 
eracy and language fluency. Wheth- 
er your child is three months old or 
three years old, reading helps build 
social and emotional skills, sparks 
creativity and imagination and pro- 
motes bonding. Visit the Youth Ser- 
vices department to sign up and 
then take that motivation, open one 
book, and get started. And remem- 
ber, one thousand is just a number. 
The goal is to work reading aloud 
into your regular routine, and let the 
magic of stories do the rest. Happy 
reading! 


Grab & Go Crafts 

Fridays, while supplies last 

Pop into the Library and grab a craft 
to go! New crafts will be available 
on Fridays. 


Winter Open House 

12/2 from 2pm-4pm 
All ages are welcome to 
stop by the Children’s 
Department for some 
festive fun: crafts, sto- 
rytime, and activities! 


Finals Week Study Sessions 


12/16 - 12/20 


The Library’s Spruth Room will be available 


as a dedicated study space during finals 
week at LFHS. Refreshments and studying 
supplies will be available Monday through 
Wednesday from 4 to 7pm. While this 
event is scheduled during finals week at 
LFHS, students from any high school are 
welcome to attend. 


R = Registration Required 


K9 Reading Buddies 

12/4 and 2/5 at 4pm 

Ages 6-11R 

Independent readers can sign up 
for a 15-minute session and read to 
a trained therapy dog. 


Gingerbread House Decorating 
12/22 at 2pm 

Ages 5-10R 

Join us and make your own graham 
cracker gingerbread house. 


Baby & Me 

Tuesdays, 1/9 - 2/13 

at 10:30am 

Ages 9 - 2 

Join us with your littlest ones for 
this laid-back program. Children will 
listen to a short story, then social- 
ize, play with age appropriate toys, 
and listen to music. Chat with other 
grown-ups while the kids play. 


Storytime: Together Time 
Thursdays, 1/11 - 2/15 at 10:30am 
Ages 2+ with an adult 

Kids and their adults can join us on 
the big green rug for stories and 
songs. 


CHILDREN 


Chess Club 

1/13 and 2/19 at 1pm 

Ages 6-12R 

Whether you are new to chess, or 
seeking to hone your techniques, 
Mark Hamilton will provide chess 
guidance to help you improve your 
game. 


Sensory Storytime 

12/9 and 2/19 at 10:30am 

Ages 3+ with an adult R 

Join us for an inclusive and inter- 
active storytime featuring sensory 
play, music, and lots of fun! In an 
effort to respect different sensory 
sensitivities, space will be limited; 
however, drop-ins will be accommo- 
dated if the session is not full. 


Drive In Movie 

1/5 at 11am 

Ages 3-6 R 

Head on over to the Library to cre- 
ate your very own vehicle out of 
cardboard boxes and decorations. 
After your car is complete, take it to 
the Library’s drive-in movie theater 
and enjoy a short movie. 


Tween and Teen Crafts 


12/14 at 4pm: Paper Roll Snowflakes 


H = Hybrid 


1/11 at 4pm: Penguin Pebble Families 
2/8 at 4pm: Winter Terrariums 

Ages 9-18R 

Join us for a craft at the Library. All sup- 
plies provided, just bring your creativity! 


V = Virtual 5 


All programs are in person at the Library unless otherwise stated. 


Win You NEED TO KnOw: 


We bring the log to you... 
Like previous reading clubs, we've included a tear out reading log in this issue. 
You can also print out additional copies from LakeBluffLibrary.org/ WRC. 


...or you can track your reading on Beanstack 
If you prefer digital access, your reading and activity badges will be tracked 
through Beanstack.com. Beanstack also has an app for easier access on the go. 


Complete up to 25 tickets 

Start with a goal of 5 activity badges. Adult and teens can earn a $5 gift card 
to Hansa Coffee Roasters for completing 5 activities, as well as raffle tickets for 
a grand prize; children will receive a special prize and raffle tickets. All ages 
can continue reading and complete up to a total of 25 activity badges to earn 
additional raffle tickets. 


Any reading counts—and attending programs, too! 

All reading counts: whether it’s a print book, an eBook, and audiobook, or even 
reading a book to someone else. You can also count attending Library 
programs towards your Winter Reading Club goal. 


Name: 
Phone/ Email: 


Age (circle one): Adult Teen Child 


Circle one: 
| read a book (by myself or with someone else) 
| attended a library program 
Write the name of the book/ program: 


Name: 
Phone/ Email: 


Age (circle one): Adult Teen Child 


Circle one: 


| read a book (by myself or with someone else) 


| attended a library program 
Write the name of the book/ program: 


Name: 
Phone/Email: 


Circle one: 


| attended a library program 
Write the name of the book/ program: 


Age (circle one): Adult Teen Child Wa 


| read a book (by myself or with someone else) 


Name: 
Phone/ Email: 


Age (circle one): Adult Teen Child 


circle one: 
| read a book (by myself or with someone else) 
| attended a library program 
Write the name of the book/ program: 


Name: a 
Phone/ Email: 


Age (circle one): Adult Teen Child 


ircle one: 
| read a book (by myself or with someone else) 
| attended a library program 

Write the name of the book/ program: 


Name: 
Phone/ Email: 


wircle one: 
| read a book (by myself or with someone else) 
| attended a library program 

Write the name of the book/ program: 


Age (circle one): Adult Teen Child 


on: 


CONTACT US 
PHONE: 847-234-2540 
WEBSITE: LakeBluffLibrary.org 
FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM: 
@LakeBluffPublicLibrary 


ADMINISTRATION 
Renee Grassi, Library Director 
rgrassi@lakeblufflibrary.org 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Bonnie Shaul, President 

Janie Jerch, Vice President 

Bill Hayes, Treasurer 

Alexandra Friedeman, Secretary 
Jenny Graziano 

Sandy Jardine 

Matt Zaute 


UPCOMING BOARD MEETINGS 

Board meetings are held in person at the Library 
in the Spruth Room and streamed live on Zoom. 
Tuesday, 12/12 at 7:00pm 


Tuesday, 1/16 at 7:00pm 
Tuesday, 2/20 at 7:00pm 


LIBRARY FOUNDATION 
The Foundation is a non-profit organization that sup- 
ports capital improvement projects at the Library. 


FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 
The Friends are a non-profit organization that raises 
funds to support the Library. 


UPCOMING FRIENDS MEETINGS 
Saturday, 1/20 at 11:00am 


STATEMENT ON PROGRAMMING 

All Library programs are free of charge and 
open to everyone. You do not need a Library 
card to attend a program. Library programs are 
presented to offer differing viewpoints, and are 
not intended as endorsement by the Library of 
views expressed by, or actions suggested by, in- 
dividual speakers or groups. 


PHOTO USE POLICY 

The Lake Bluff Public Library reserves the right to 
use photos and/or audio/video recordings taken 
at the Library or at a Library-sponsored event for 
publicity purposes. Please see our Photo Use policy 
for more information. 


NEWSLETTER CREDITS 

Designed & Edited by: 

Jillian Chapman & Martha O'Hara 

Content Contributors: Carol Carter, Jillian 
Chapman, Anna Fithause, Renee Grassi, Katie 
Horner, Eliza Jarvi, and Martha O'Hara. 
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